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MADE FURNITURE QUTLET
“Solid wood furniture made in Vermont by local craftsmen

is an investment in quality that lasts for generations.”
%TWH‘” ole Town's Talking ~About :
b

HQJ
All new

e Lilly Pulitzer®  Fresh Produce e Sigrid Olsen
e Habitat « Wimbledon « Pendieton « Under Armour !
and ...

Let us help you
furnish your Vermont
home or condo with

fine quality
handcrafted pieces at
reasonable prices

now in three great Vermont locations:

5032 Main Street Route 7
Manchester Center Brandon
(802) 362-7076 (802) 247-0117 (802) 228-2186
fax: 362-7195 fax: 247-4301 fax: 228-2187

CUSTOM PIECES ARE OUR SPECIALTY!

www.vermontmadefurniture.com
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Okemo Marketplace
Ludlow

+ Adidas = Telluride
* Speedo & Raisins Swimwear
« Moving Comfort = Columbia

« Patagonia « Woolrich
* Nomadic Traders
= Royal Robhins = Quiksilver

= Billabong « Nike
« New Balance « Lawn Games
* Wilson & Head Tennis Rackets
and stringing

86 National labels
all under one roof l

SPORTS and

f manchester ~ LIS

9-6 daily 7 days Historic Route 7A, Manchester Center., Vermont 362-2569
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abilities, and their overall contribu-
tion to the team. Equinox is consid-
ered a 2-goal tournament
that is determined by combining each
team’s overall handicap.

In a typical match, the players’
jerseys are numbered from 1 to 4 to
indicate positioning. Player 1 is the
most offensive player and is responsi-
ble for scoring goals while Player 2 at-
tempts to break up the opposing
team’s defense. The team counts on
Player 3 to pivot between offense and
detense and set up plays. Player 4 is
the defensive player whose job it is to
protect the goal and keep the oppo-

a level

nents from scoring.

“To be a good polo player, you
have to learn to multi-task. You need
to anticipate hitting strategies and
communicate with your team,” says
Karl Pfister, team member and care-
taker of the club’s practice fields in
Landgrove. “Playing polo also requires
the player to be a skilled equestrian,”
adds Karl's teammate, Rick Baum.
“Riding ability contributes to 90% of
the game.”

“To learn to be a good
polo player, you have to
learn to multi-task.
You need to anticipate

hitting strategies and
communicate with

_your team.’
—Karl Pfister

In addition to solid horseman-
ship, aspiring polo players have to be
prepared for an investment. Lessons
can run up to $45/hour and players
typically purchase their own horses,
which can cost between $3,000 and
$5,000. Other expenses include a
trailer, truck, tack, equipment, and
protective gear for the player and his
horses.

Fortunately, playing polo in Ver-
mont is more economical than most
states. Rick Baum attributes this to
the vast amount of farmland avail-
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Northern ch'qts Design

America’s Largest Sunroom Manufacturer

Independently Owned and Operated
P.O. Box 8304 « 532 Putney Rd., Brattleboro, VT 05304
B802-258-6565  888-568-6565 www.northernlightsdesign.com
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able. “Clubs in other areas of the
country charge thousands in member-
ship fees to cover practice fields,
maintenance, and boarding,” he says.
“Here, people offer us acreage ar a
lower cost in exchange for upkeep.
And sometimes the landowners will
see us practicing and they’ll become
interested in playing. In fact, we often
recruit new members this way.”

At present, the club has ten ac-
tive members. And if there’s one com-
mon reason why most people join, it is
a passion for horses and riding.
Meredith Maker, who co-manages the
Green Mountain Polo Club with
Baum, was a spectator before she
learned to play. After chatting with
some of the players, she decided to
give polo a try. “I had a back injury in
the past, so I had given up riding for
awhile. But I loved horses and the
game, and | wanted to learn. Before
long, | was going to team practices in
Landgrove.”

Before team practices can take
place, their horses need to get back
into shape. “We call it ‘legging up a
horse,” says Ed Lopez, a Skidmore
College polo coach who often plays

with the Green Mountain Club. “I'll
walk each of my horses one hour in
the marning and one hour in the af-
ternoon. Once they're ready, we'll
start trotting them and practicing
turns.”

The club begins preparing for the
season in early May. They perform
drills to improve ball control, riding
strategies, and passing ability. Slow
chukkers, where the horses are ridden
at half speed or less, are also played ro
improve concentration. Rick Baum




Spectators are asked o “stomp the divors” ar half time

explains, “We do this so we can point
out and correct mistakes withour the
pressure of speed.”

Polo horses, often referred 1o as
“ponies,” are typically thoroughbreds
chosen for their agility, intelligence,
stamina, and athleticism. They are
trained to carry the rider to the ball
without being distracted by swinging
mallets or cheering spectators.

Ed Lopez brings 6-7 horses to each
match. “It is ideal to have a fresh horse
for every chukker. Like people, horses
play best when they're rested,” he ex-
plains. Team members are required to
bring a minimum of 3 horses each.
When this occurs, horses are “doubled-
up” or played during two separate peri-
ods.

To prevent the horses from getting
muscle cramps, spectators are invited
to walk them between chukkers. “We
always welcome volunteers. They're a
tremendous help because they are pro-
tecting the horses from injury, and
helping them to play their best,”
Meredith Maker adds.

At the Hildene matches, specta-
tors are also welcome to meet and ralk
to the players at the half or after the
game. “We want to help make polo ac-
cessible to people and educate them

about the sport,” Maker says. People
like to ask the players about their back-
grounds and how they started to play.
“But mainly, they're interested in the
horses,” says Karl Pfister, who doesn't
mind indulging their curiosity—he
breeds and boards horses for a living.

Paolo, at its best, is a sport to be en-
joyed by players and spectators alike,
and the Hildene series doesn’t disap-
point. “It’s well-organized and the peo-
ple who come to watch us are enthusi-
astic. And the Hildene Meadowlands

a beautiful spor to play—it’s a lot of
fun,” says Ed Lopez.

This newcomers and
longtime enthusiasts can look forward
to the Third Annual Equinox Cup plus
more exciting polo. Hildene is spon-
soring an all-new, low goal tournament
called the Beckwith Cup. The series
will begin at the Green Mountain Polo
Club’s newest field in Shaftsbury, and
the final match will be played at the
Hildene Meadowlands. Whether you

want to take in the spectacular moun-

summer,

tain views, enjoy the company of fam-
ily and friends, or learn more about the
game, Hildenes Summer Polo Series
offers something for everyone. And
who knows? You might just carch the
polo bug yourself. ¢
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SPECIALIZING IN
RECLAIMED FLOORING

ANTIQUE HEART PINE
ANTIQUE WORMY CHESTNUT
ANTIQUE OAK
CuUsTOM INSTALLATION
HanDp RUBBED FINISHES
FLOORING SPECIALISTS

' 1-413-663-8936 « 1-800-231-1353

McKeegan Stenciling & Faux Finishes

Color
Consultations

Distinctive Faux
Finishes

Custom Designed
Stenciling

Murals

Free Consultation
Nancy McKeegan
Since 1989

802 259 3333 979 |

THE HOUSE

The
Window Decor
Service
Mini, Micro & Vertical Blinds

Pleated, Honeycomb &
Roller Shades

Fabric & Woven Wood Shades
Custom Draperies & Hardware
Decorative Toppers

We Measure and Install. ..

Repairs, Tool
Free Shop-at-Home Service

Manchester, Vermont

802-362-2110 J
|
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