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Christmas
Story

In the fields of Vermont,
tree farmers create their own

n our first Christmas to-

gether, my husband rook

me to a local farm to choose

a tree. | was excited about
the excursion—mainly because 1 had
grown up with a series of artificial trees,
whose wire limbs sageed lower and
lower with each passing vear.

When we arrived at the farm, my
hushand and [ were given a saw and a
few simple instructions. We wandered
up to a field where we found hundreds
of trees in a wondrous spectrum of blues
and greens. The smell of pine drifted
through the December breeze and in an
instant, | was in the Christmas spirit.
We ran up and down rows like chil-
dren, pointing out everything from
three-foot tabletop trees to seven-foot
giants until we decided on a beautitully
round Balsam Fir. | held our new tree
steady while my husband vigorously
sawed at the base. As he lifted our tree
above his shoulder, 1 affectionately

holiday magic

named her ‘Spike’—her generous top
was perfect for our angel.

Since then, it’s hard to imagine
Christmas without a visit to a tree farm.
But it’'s even harder to believe that
commercial farms have only been a
part of the American landscape since
the late forties. At that time, some in-
dustry pioneers hegan shearing and cul-
tivating trees in the wild. Formal plan-
tations, as we now know them, did not
exist until the late 1950s.

One Vermont tree farm that has
been in business since 1957 is DeCell’s
in Weston. Greg DeCell, who contin-
ued the business started by his father,
recalls these early days. “Seedlings were
inexpensive then, and my dad thought
he could make a few extra dollars using
the boughs of the trees to make
wreaths,” Greg says. In the beginning,
the seedlings were simply planted and
left to their own devices. But over time,
his father adopted new methods for cul-

tivating the wees. Today, Greg esti-
mates that the 20-acre farm has
15,000 trees.

Whether you're in a family busi-

ness or starting from scratch, a success-

over

ful tree farmer requires patience and a
willingness ro adapt to new practices
and ideas. Peter Mollica, who operates
a 72-acre farm in Springfield, knows
how challenging the learning curve can
be. Peter retired from his Washington,
D.C. law practice and purchased his
100-year old farm in the spring of 1982.
His avid interest in horticulture, along
with a desire to make good use of his
land, motivated him to start a tree
farm. “Because there is so much to
learn, you just can't crack open a book
and find it there,” he says. Before plant-
ing his firsc tree, he joined the New
Hampshire-Vermonr Tree Association
where members are happy to share
trade secrets, successes and failures.
“Christmas tree farmers get some new
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Where to Go

Christmas Trees of Vermont

Peter Mollica

456 Old Connecricut River Road
Springfield, VT 05156
1-877-817-0810(phone)
mollica@christmastreesofvt.com(e-mail)
www.christmastreesofvermont.com {web
site)

DeCell’s Christmas Tree Farm
Greg DeCell

585 Piper Hill Road

Weston, VT 05161-7305

(802) 824-5441 (phone)
idecell@sover.net (e-mail)

Newfane Hill Christmas Tree Farm
Jay Wilson

344 Timson Hill Road

Newfane, Vermont 05345

(802) 365-4408 (phone)

jwilson@sover.net (e-mail)

great idea and they can’t wait to tell
everybody,” Peter says. “They even
have show-and-tell sessions at meet-
ings. They're very sociable, very coop-
erative, and very non-competitive.”

Jay Wilson, who started his farm in
1979, had a similar experience. After
graduating from the University of
Massachusetts with a degree in Plant
Sciences, Jay decided to use some of
the open land he had available on
Newtfane Hill for a tree farm. While he
had years of experience ar his father’s
greenhouse, he admits, “I went in
knowing absolutely nothing about tree
farming. The best thing [ ever did was
to go to visit other farms. I learned a
lot from the old-time, experienced
growers,”

Aside from the knowledge he
gained from the experts, Peter Mollica
quickly learned that growing Christ-
mas trees requires a lot of trial and
error. “There's really no right and
wrong way of doing things,” he says, re-
calling a farm he visited in New Hamp-
shire where the land was susceptible to
frost pockets. “The Balsams were twen-
ty feet up in the air—the farmer had to
have helicopters fly in to spray them!
His theory, and it was a good one, was
that frost hugs the ground, so eventual-

And here are some other Southern
Yermont Tree Farms to discover:

Bishy's Bushy Trees

Stephen Bishop

P.O. Box 95, North Springfield, VT 05150
(802) 886-8288 (phone)

Elysian Hills Tree Farm

Mary Lou and Bill Schmidt

209 Knapp Rd.

Dummerston, VT 05301-9437

(802) 257-0233 (phone)

E-mail: elysianh@sover.net (e-mail)
www.elysianhillsfarm.com (web site)

Paxton Greens

Russell Reay

97 Stewart Lane, Cuttingsville, VT 05738
(802) 492-3323 (phone)
dereay@sover.net {(e-mail)

ly, if he had them up high enough, he
could make a tree at the top. Well,
when I saw that, [ decided what type of
tree | was going to plant. It was abject
fear that convinced me to plant
Frasers,” Peter laughs, “only because

é
While the Fraser fir
has incredsed in
popularity over the past
Jew years, the largest
selling tree in the northeast
is the balsam fir—an old
Vermont standby known for

its rich fragrance.

they are less susceptible to frost.”
Peter's Fraser firs prosper due to his
land’s rich ropseil. His farm is conve-
niently located next to the Connecti-
cut River, which provides just the right
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